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Relive the excitement and drama of the world's greatest sporting event--the Olympics Games.

Pulitzer Prize--winning sportswriter Dave Anderson traces this international spectacle from its roots

in ancient Greece to the recent Winter Games in Nagano, Japan.  Anderson includes all the

superstar--from long-standing legends like versatile athlete Jim Thorpe; to Babe Didrikson, who

broke three world records in the 1932 Summer Games; to Nadia Comaneci; the first gymnast to

record a perfect 10. He also highlights the latest generation of medal winners, such as Amy Van

Dyken, who splashed her way to four gold medals at the 1996 Atlanta Games, and Michael Johnson

with his incredible record-breaking dash in the 200-meter run. Woven into these fascinating stories

is a discussion of how outside issues and events have shaped the modern Olympics. Anderson also

provides an overview of the major sports and explains what it takes to win at each.  With over

seventy-five stirring photos of the champions in action, this revised edition of  The Story of the

Olympics is also thrilling as the Games themselves.
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Grade 4 Up-Anderson highlights personalities and gives readers a taste of the social and political

climates of several eras and how they effected the Games. Part one looks at eight chapters of

Olympic history, such as "1900-1912: Jim Thorpe and King Gustav," "1920-1932: The Babe and

Tarzan," "1936-1948: Jesse Owens and Hitler," etc. The trials and tribulations of Olympic athletes

such as Wilma Rudolph, Ben Johnson, Carl Lewis, Olga Korbut, and Greg Louganis are included in

part two. Coverage is balanced between men and women, with the most attention going to popular



sports such as track and field, gymnastics, swimming, figure skating, and skiing. Only eight pages

are devoted to other "minor" sports. The focus is primarily on athletes from the United States.

Updates include events such as the pipe-bomb explosion at the 1996 Summer Games, 15-year-old

Tara Lipinski's gold medal, and the first Olympic women's hockey competition at the 1998 Winter

Games. This is not a comprehensive look at the Olympics, but will provide readers with a good

background to begin their research, and for younger readers may be all that is required.

Black-and-white photographs add to the text. Libraries that don't own the 1996 edition will want to

purchase this book, especially with interest building for the 2000 Summer Games. It will be a

supplemental purchase for those that already have the earlier title.Michael McCullough,

Byron-Bergen Middle School, Bergen, NY Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Gr. 4^-6. Anderson hits the high spots in this survey of the Olympics. The first half of the book briefly

describes the ancient Olympics and gives the history of the modern Olympics games, grouped into

seven time periods from 1900 to 1994. The second part of the book looks at certain Olympic sports,

such as track and field, gymnastics, and figure skating. Focusing on dramatic moments, this book

offers short, readable vignettes rather than a comprehensive survey of the subject. The

black-and-white photographs vary in quality. Not an essential purchase, but a possible choice for

libraries looking to supplement in an Olympic year. Carolyn Phelan --This text refers to an out of

print or unavailable edition of this title.
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